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N O V E M B E R  N I G H T  

Listen. . .
W ith fa in t d ry  so und ,
L ike  steps o f  passing ghosts. 
The leaves, frost-crisped, 

break from  the trees 
A n d  fall.
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3����� �������� 3����� �F� ��� ��#��� ��#������ � �$� ���� �����@ � (����� 3����
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a) Haiku is a three-part nature poem, o f Japanese origin.
b) It is a poem about something happening right now, and so uses the�
present tense.
c) It is a poem frequently expressed in a 5-7-5 syllable pattern. (This�
point on the external form was not stressed but presented mainly to�
simplify things for learners, in the hope that they w ill depart from such�
strictures as skill increases.) In actual practice it may be best to start�
students on strict rules, always with the understanding o f change in the�
future.
d) It is a poem using as few words as possible, w ithout “ w indy” verbal�
padding. In connection with this point, we got into a good discussion�
(led by me) about the difference between ta lking  about an experience�
and really living it, and from this I made the subtle point about avoid­
ing direct author intrusion, commentary, and any direct philosophizing.�
I recalled Alan Watts’ comment in The Way o f  Zen: “ A good haiku is a�
pebble thrown into the pool o f the listener’s mind, evoking associ­
ations out o f the richness o f his own memory. It invites the listener to�
participate instead o f leaving that person dumb w ith admiration while�
the poet shows o ff .”

This b lue su m m er sky  
tum bles w ith  morning-glories 
dow n  the garden wall.

(M odern H aiku , M. Robinson^

W ind! and overnight 
m y  gate h inges are rusted  
w ith  a fall o f  leaves!

(Haiku West, 1/73, G. Maxson — my wife!)
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e) It is a poem expressing very graphically just what can be perceived�
through the five senses. In strengthening such objective awareness, we�
did some daily exercises that the class enjoyed, drawing on all the�
senses:
TO TASTE - �

TO TOUCH - �

TO HEAR -

TO SMELL -

They described the things in their lunch, or what they�
thought they would get in the cafeteria.
They described the feel o f their desks, clothes, bodies,�
etc.
They listed all the sounds in the room, from clock to�
air conditioner to a sneeze — and described them in de­
tail.
They named and then described all scents in the room�
-  books, paper, pencils, etc. This exploring o f the o l­
factory sense inspired such gems as this:

*���� ����������� 	� ��# �
� 	 � ����������������� �� ���� !����"

$��� ����� ��� �����#� �� �+
TO SEE -  They listed everything in the right part o f the room, in

the le ft o f the room, and then described them.
To further awaken the visual sense, so vital to graphic observation, we�
talked a lot about all colors, and the various moods and things they�
evoke. Apropos o f this, I read that Swedish film-maker, Ingmar Berg­
man, uses the color red in any film  with a spiritual slant, since from�
childhood he has “ visualized the soul as a moist, red membrane”  —�
an unusual and highly-imaginative association! Also, since a sense o f�
design and the underlying and essential structure o f things is so vita!�
to any good description o f an external phenomenon, we examined the�
basic outlines o f leaves, shells, flowers and anything portable the pupils�
brought in for our edification. The result was an understanding o f the�
infinite variation o f the seemingly common things in the environment�
that many students had not thought o f before. One perceptive and�
thoughtful boy wondered if  there were enough words to take care o f�
all the differences we found.
Throughout this presentation, o f course, I quoted freely many haiku�
with which children could easily identify (this being vital in reaching�
young students), such as:
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�,��������� ��������� �
�������!�������� � ��� ����� ���� ����
������� ������� ������

(Haiku in English, ’65, HGHJ

Along with these modern haiku, I now wrote a few o f the works of�
Basho and other classicists on the board, having mentioned them in�
previous lessons. I still continued to use the bright posters, to keep�
attention centered, and during our discussions o f their poems, avoided�
abstractions having to do with “ sense”  and “ image.” I did this be­
cause I fe lt that these subtle kinds o f understanding come through�
exposure and osmosis, rather than extrapolation, and w'ould only�
confuse and possibly even alienate them at this point in their study.�
Mainly, I tried to concentrate on the external and concrete aspects�
o f the form — on "telling it like it is”  -  a modern slang equivalent�
to what Alan Watts says the Japanese call “ sono-mama”  or “ the such­
ness of the moment — just as it is — just so, w ithout comment.”
As our study progressed, to keep interest high, I had my students re­
cord their poems on a tape recorder — a television camera in a session�
might be a good thing if one is available. Either one creates much ex­
citement, for students love to hear (and sec) themselves. An art lesson�
to illustrate their poems, as well as possible, is a rewarding experience�
and can lead to bringing into the study other forms o f culture. The best�
poems were displayed on the bulletin board. Those poems I felt de­
served wider attention were sent to a haiku magazine — in my case, the�
student section of M odern H aiku M agazine where several were published�
and one won a national competition. Three others received “ honorable�
mention” in a competition sponsored by the statewide organization of�
the Chaparral Poets o f California.
In conclusion, I was constantly impressed by the way in which, with�
proper presentation, school children can capture the essence o f the�
elusive and subtle haiku form. For the young are basically earthy,�
realistic, strongly sensual in all their perceptions, and eager to know and�
question. All of these youthful faculties give them a natural kind of ap­
titude for the writing o f good haiku, I feel. The discipline and aware­
ness demanded by the form should do much to help the students�
to mature into more sensitive and responsive adults. Teaching units on�
haiku has given me much pleasure during my years in the field and, I�
hope, will do the same for you.
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���� �3�� �F� ����� �??������ �$� "���+�� �� ��)�$�� ������ �$� ��� � 0�� 	� � � �
2��$� -� ��3� ����� �<��$�� -� ����������� ��C�$<� ����� ����� ������� � ,����*Q
�$<� ����� ���� ������� �$� ��� ��$�� F��� ?�����C�� �����$�� / � F��� �������$<� �$�
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(��� F����� 3��%� �� � ���� � �	 � ����� ;� �� ������ ��� ������/� =�������� ��� ��� �
������� ����� � (��� F����� ����� ����$�� ���� I?�?��V� ����$���� ����F���C�����
���+��� F���� -���B�� ������� ���3$� �$��� �� <��C�� ��� @�)+� "��$P�� $�3�?�?���
���F��$<� �$� �$�3�� �$�� -B�� $��� ����� -� <�C�� ���� ?���� �� )��$)�� ��� I��� ����
3��+ V� 	�3� -� ������ ��� ����� ��� 3������� �����$<������� ���+��<��� %$� ���� 3�� �
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�$�� ���� F����� $�3�?�?���� ����$� $������� �$�� ����� �?�+�� ����� )�������
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��$� )����� ��C�� ��$�� ����� 3���� ������ ������� �$�� ����� 3���� -BC��F��$��
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(��� ������ ?��)�� ��� "��?��$� 5�$��� ��?������ �� ��)�$�� ����� �$� "���+�� / �
3��)�� )�$)��$�� ��� ����� ��%� $����� ��� � 	 � ����� ��	  ;� � �������� ����4���� � 	 �
� � ��� ;� ��� ������� ����� � (���� -� F���� �� ������� ����� ��F�$���� E���� $��� ��)�@�
������ ����$<�� $�� ����� ��� $��� �� ���+�� / � ����� ?�����>�)������ -� F��W� ��� )�$Q
���$�� ��)�� F�������� ����� ���<�$��� ���<���� ���$� ������� �F� ���� ������� :��
?����?�� -� ������� ���� ?���$����� ���<��� � (��� ������ �$� ���� 3���� ��< � ����
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3���� ��<� �$� �� ����)�������� ���<���� ������ ��� ���C�� �$� �?�����$������3�����
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7���$�� I� 4�� ������$��� ���<����)���� � -�� ������� ������ ��� ��<��� ��� ����� ���
�� ���+�� �F� 3�� ���� �$��� I������ �$� ��� 3���� ��<� / � �?��$<� ���$�J� ���� ����� ��
I7���$��� $����J� �������� � �� ���� ����� ��?�� � (��� )�$F����$� )������ ���
���� ��)�$�� ��$�B�� �$��F�$���$���� ��������� ���� ?���$����� �������)�� ��� 9���
���$� �$�� ��< � ���� -� )�$��$��� ��� ��� ���$���� ��� ���� �C�)����$� �F� ��$�C���
�$�� ��?�� ����� )����� F���� ����� 3��$� 3���� ��<� �$� ���� �?��$<� ���$� ��� -� ��
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����� )���� F����� ��� C�������$���$� ���� ���+�� F���� ���)������ ���C��� �$� ����
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����� ��� ��� �$��� -� ����� ������ ����� -BC�� ���$� �� ���� F���������) � (���� ���
?�������� ���� ?���<�<��� �$� �� � 4F���� ����� 3��$� ���B��� �$� �� ?�$��� �F�
J�>?�����V� ����� ?��?��� �>?�)�� ���� ��� ���$�� ��+�� �$� � ,�)�<$�*�$<� ���
����<�$����� ��3�C���� -� ��C�� ������ ��� +��?� �$� �?�$� ���� F��� 3���� ��� ���Q
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��� ���� 3��� �$�������� �?�$�� F��� ����� �����$ � ���� �$���$)��� ������ ���
������� ,���$���<B�� C������ 1��� ���� ��� �����F�4 ��� � ��	 �������� ������� � �4 ����
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3��)�� ��� ���� F����� ���$<� -� ���+� F���� �����C�$<� ����� ����� ������� ��� �����
����� �$�� ���?�)��$<� ����� 3�� )�$�<�� �� ����F������� ��3���� ����������$<� �����
��� �� $�3� �$�� ���F��� ������ �$� �$<���� � =�+�3����� ������]��C����� ��� ��)+�$<�
�$� �$� ��C����� �����$� 3������ 3��)�� ��� �$�� �F� ���� ��)$�)��� F�������� �F�
L�?�$���� ���+�� ����� +��?� ����� F���� �F� ?������ ��3$� ��� ������� ������� �$�
$������ �$�� �$� ���� ����� �$�� $�3 � :F� )������� I?�<��$V� �$� ������]�� C�����
���� ��� ���$� ��� �� �����$� 3���� F��� 3�$����� ���� ������ �������� ���� �$�����
��� ��F���� ��� ������ ������ �F����� ������ �$�� 3�� ���� ������ ��)+�$<� )�����<���� �F�
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3������� �$��$���� ��� $���� �$� ���<�$�$<� 3���� -� ��+�� ��� ��� �� 	�3� !��+�
?�<��$� 3���� �� ������ F��� F����<$� F��� � -$� ������?�)��� ����� ?���� ������ ������
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)�?����� �F� ?��7�)��$<� �� ��$��� �F�C�������� �$�� �3���$���� ��� ���� �������F�
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,����$�$<� ��� ���� ?��$�� ������ ��?����*�$<� F���� �$�� ���� ���� �F� �����$�
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