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2024-2025 Membership Reminder

Dear HSA Members,

We are now accepting payments for 2025 membership that starts in January of 2025. All
Frogpond and the Members' Anthology will be shipped out to you via the address you
have provided.

We are no longer taking payment for 2024 membership unless you would like PDF
files for the Frogpond issues of 2024. You will still need to renew by December 31st
to join for 2025.

The HSA appreciates your continued support and your participation in society activities.
​As primary supplement to the HSA website, this monthly report strives to bring you news from
the Executive Committee and the Regional Chapters.
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Please remember that if your mailing address has changed during the year, you should email
Michelle Schaefer at HSASecWashington@gmail.com in order to update your postal address
and receive your copies of Frogpond and the annual anthology.

If paying electronically, please double-check that your PayPal account accurately reflects
your email and postal addresses.

HSA Election Results

Congratulations to our new and returning officers and coordinators!

2025 Executive Committee
President: Crystal Simone Smith

First Vice President: Gary Hotham
Second Vice President: Sarah Paris
Treasurer: Cynthia Brackett-Vincent

Secretary: Michell Schaefer
Electronic Media Officer: Randy Brooks

Newsletter Editor: Evan Vandermeer
Frogpond Editor: Allyson Whipple

International Coordinator: Michael Dudley

*
2025 Regional Coordinators

California: Richard L. Matta
Alaska/Pacific: Brett Brady

Mid-Atlantic: [Currently Vacant]
Midwest: Rowan Beckett Minor
Mountains: Michael Drummy

Northeast (New England): Kristen Lindquist
Northeast (Metro): Rita Gray

Oregon: Tanya McDonald
Washington: Richard Tice

South: William "Captain Billy" Sayles
Southeast: Michael Henry Lee
Southwest: Agnes Eva Savich

*
Bylaws Amendments

Approval of the Haiku Society of America installing the Office of International Coordinator as a
permanent Executive Committee office: Passed

From the Executive Committee
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From the Executive Committee

President's Message
Bryan Rickert
bcrickert72@yahoo.com

Dear HSA Members,

I hope this newsletter finds you well. This is the last HSA
newsletter of the year and for me, the last one as president. I
would like to thank everybody for their support over the course
of the last two years. There was a lot of interesting
occurrences and definitely some ups and downs but I feel that
we accomplished many things. Being the president of the
Haiku Society of America has definitely been a challenge and a
great honor.

This year‘s elections were a big success. As I looked at the
numbers, I saw more people voted this year than in previous
years, which means that active participation is up. My
congratulations to all of the people on the ballot that won their
positions and it is great to see new names and faces joining
the executive committee and regional coordinator positions.

​Most notably, I would like to congratulate and send my heartfelt
appreciation to Crystal Simone Smith who will be the next HSA
president. She is a remarkable educator, poet, lecturer and
person. Our community has already been enriched by her
participation in conferences and journals. Now as the
president, I believe that the sky is the limit for the future of this
organization.

Sincerely,
Bryan

First Vice President
Gary Hotham
hsavicepres@aol.com

James Tipton (1942 – 2018)

From Tipton’s chapbook, Bittersweet, (1975):

  “a crisis in Western culture”
        two mallards
drift on the pond

In his bio for Cor van den Heuvel’s  The Haiku Anthology
(1974) he wrote that he was interested in “the possibility of
discovering new energy through words put together with
precision and emotion.” A fine quest for any writer of haiku.  

Remember! Submissions to the HSA Merit Book Awards for
books published in 2024 begin 1 January 2025 thru 15
February.  See the full contest rules: https://www.hsa-
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February.  See the full contest rules: https://www.hsa-
haiku.org/hsa-contests.htm#meritbook.

Newsletter Editor
Allyson Whipple
allyson@allysonwhipple.com

Thank you for your grace, support, and patience as I’ve served
as your newsletter for the past two years. As most of you know,
I was elected into this role under sad circumstances: Ignatius
Fay had died suddenly in November of 2022, and the HSA
Executive Committee had to scramble to handle the logicistics
of getting out one final issue. I’m still grateful to Ignatius’
daughter for taking the time in the midst of grief to get me set
up on Constant Contact so I could officially take over in
January.

Starting in January, this newsletter will be in the capable hands
of Evan Vandermeer. The transition is fortunately much happier
this time. I’m moving on to fulfill my long-held dream of editing
Frogpond. While there was unfortunately no newsletter
documentation left behind for me, I’ve created a guide for
future editors, and am able to provide onboarding and training.
I’m excited to see the direction that Evan takes this newsletter. 

As with any transition, there are likely to be some hiccups, so I
thank you in advance for your patience as things evolve. I hope
you have a peaceful holiday season.

Cheers,
Allyson Whipple

News From the Regions

California
Richard L. Matta, Coordinator

Yuki Teikei Haiku Society
Our annual retreat was held November 7-10 at Asilomar
Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove, CA. It featured haiku poet
and translator Hiroyuki Murakami from Tokyo, Japan. A pre-retreat
luncheon was held at Fisherman’s Wharf in Monterey, followed by
an urban ginkō and tour of historic Colton Hall.

Murakami shared his haiku journey, gave a reading, and presented
a talk: “English Haiku is Freer.” Murakami and Yuzo Ono served as
judges for the 2024 Kiyoko and Kiyoshi Tokutomi Contest. The
contest brochure may be viewed online: yths.org.

Other retreat activities: ginkō walks; a kukai with haiku written at
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Other retreat activities: ginkō walks; a kukai with haiku written at
Asilomar; a renku party; art project; morning tai chi; a Japanese
flute performance; silent auction; book fair; two gifts— 2024
Members’ Anthology and the Monterey Peninsula and Bay Regional
Saijiki; and a post-retreat ginkō at Tilden Park Regional Botanic
Garden.

Submitted by: Alison Woolpert Photograph: Mimi Ahern

Haiku Poets of Northern California
The Haiku Poets of Northern California held its fall quarterly
meeting via Zoom on October 20. Approximately 40 poets attended
to hear the work of featured readers, Christine Horner and Victor
Ortiz. A recording of their readings can be found on the HPNC
website.

Programs for 2025 are currently in planning, and the first meeting
will be held the third week in January. Please monitor the HPNC
website for updates to the calendar.

Haiku San Diego
Haiku San Diego met via Zoom on November 10th and began with
the traditional read-around. Our guest presenter was Susan Antolin,
accomplished haiku poet whose work has been published and
recognized globally and is the editor of Acorn. She currently is
pursuing an MFA in poetry in the low-residency creative writing
program at NYU.

Susan delivered a presentation titled "Measures of Time in Haiku."
As examples that illustrated her observations, she incorporated
select haiku published in past issues of Acorn, including her own.
Afterwards we enjoyed interacting with Susan as we asked
questions and commented on points she made.

The second hour was devoted to our monthly Anonymous Haiku
Workshop, and we welcomed Susan's participation.

Attendees included Susan Antolin, Momoyo Capanna, Billie Dee,
Seretta Martin, Naia, Eric Oswald, Lorraine Padden, Claudia
Poquoc, Michael Dylan Welch, and Kathabela Wilson. Naia, Haiku
San Diego Moderator

Submitted by Naia, Haiku San Diego Moderator

Southern California Haiku Study Group
The Southern California Haiku Study Group's monthly Zoom
meeting occurred on November 16, 2024. It included an
introduction to their new SCHSG Moderator, Yvette Nicole Kolodji,
a haiku read-around, and Kristen Lindquist’s "Birds +Haiku"
presentation. There were 36 attendees. This program was
coordinated by Joan C. Fingon, Lee Hudspeth, and Bona M.
Santos. The zoom was hosted by Yvette Nicole Kolodji and Lee



Santos. The zoom was hosted by Yvette Nicole Kolodji and Lee
Hudspeth. Yvette Nicole Kolodji and SCHSG want to thank Naia for
leading the SCHSG as the Interim Moderator.

Kristen Lindquist’s “Birds + Haiku” presentation discussed the ways
birds inspire us and how they can specifically benefit haiku as
illustrated by her haiku. Her presentation included a short prompt
exercise where the group wrote and shared their own avian haiku.
The presentation ended with a Q&A session.

The next SCHSG meeting is on December 21st, 2024 from 2-4pm
(PST) via Zoom.

Submitted by: Yvette Nicole Kolodji, SCHSG Moderator

Oregon
Tanya McDonald

Umpqua Haiku Group
Umpqua Haiku meets monthly in Roseburg, Oregon. For more
information, please visit the group’s website
https://www.umpquahaiku.com or contact Steve Bahr at
bahrbiz@gmail.com.

Willamette Haiku Group
We are a small Oregon group of local haiku poets who meet on
Zoom once a month, usually on the third Friday at 2 o'clock. For
further information, please contact our coordinator, Marianna
Monaco, at marianna.monaco@gmail.com.

Portland Haiku Group
The PHG met at the Sellwood Community Center on November 16.
Twelve poets were in attendance, including Tom Clausen, who was
visiting from Ithaca, New York. Tom shared the story of how he
came to haiku through the haiku of Ruth Yarrow and spoke about
his involvement with the Route 9 Haiku Group in upstate New York.
He then treated the group to a reading from his 2023 Touchstone
award-winning book, One Day, followed by some tanka. After a
snack and socializing break, Maggie Chula read several haibun
from her collection Firefly Lanterns, and haiku from her 2019
Touchstone award-winning book, One Leaf Detaches.

The December meeting will be held on Sunday December 15 from
noon to 2pm at the Sellwood Community Center. Jacob Salzer will
be the host. For more information, please contact Jacob Salzer at
jacobsalzerhaiku@gmail.com.
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Maggie Chula and Tom Clausen posing with their books. (Photo courtesy of Maggie.)

Washington
Richard Tice

Bellingham Haiku
Bellingham Haiku met November 2nd with sixteen enthusiastic
attendees. Six members had recently attended the annual Seabeck
Haiku Getaway and shared their personal highlights of the long
weekend. This was followed with a round of sharing haiku for
appreciation. Victor Ortiz then announced the official existence of a
circulating library of English-language haiku books and journals.
Bob Zaslow reported on the guidelines for writing haiku from Lee
Gurga’s book Haiku: A Poet’s Guide, which served as a great start
for members to share their various approaches to the haiku-writing
process. The last part of the meeting focused on the poetry of Fay
Aoyagi, highlighting in Fay’s own words how she interweaves
“haiku with my inner life.” Our focus on several of her poems
stimulated a fabulous conversation about how to interpret such
poems and even write some of our own.

Submitted by Victor Ortiz

Haiku Northwest
On November 9th, our final in-person meeting of the year took
place at the Broadview Branch of the Seattle Public Library, with
twelve attendees. After an introductory read-around, Richard Tice
described “found haiku”—haiku or senryū assembled from prose
found in books, magazines, newspapers, or even from longer
poems. Examples from the Haiku Pea Podcast of October 2020
demonstrated that the resulting haiku or senryū can feel immediate
and show no trace of their unusual origins. The attendees then took
forty-five minutes to spread out into the book stacks to create their
own found haiku, which were then shared with the group.
 
The remainder of the meeting was spent in sharing and critiquing
haiku and senryū from attendees.
 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, December 12th, on Zoom



Our next meeting will be on Thursday, December 12th, on Zoom
from 7-9 pm. Anyone interested in attending Haiku Northwest
meetings may contact Dianne Garcia
at garciadianne@hotmail.com.
 
Submitted by Curtis Manley

Komo Kulshan Haiku

eons …
swirls of stardust meet
for a moment
—Gary Evans

still warm —
the empty
cup
—P.H. Fischer

On November 16th, Gary Evans and Peter H. Fischer took twenty-
six poets on a Zoom trip to Santiago de Compostela in Galicia,
Spain, when they presented “Buen Camino! Pilgrim Poets on the
Way.” The meeting began with volunteers reading haiku on the
topic of walking. Gary and Peter then took turns sharing their own,
at times, harrowing stories, meditations, photographs, haiku, and
haibun from their Camino pilgrimages. Moved by the stunning
multimedia performance, participants wrote and shared haiku about
their own journeys or haiku inspired by the presentation.
Afterwards, one person wrote, “Our time together was exhilarating,
heartbreaking, heartwarming, full of courage…. So many emotions
came through your images, poems, and storytelling.” Thank you,
Gary and Peter, for such an inspiring journey on the Camino de
Santiago!

Submitted by Victor Ortiz

Haiku Adventure, Puget Sound Sumi Artists
Nine artist/poets met on Zoom November 19th, the last 2024
supermoon week of the year. Jeanne Kimura Young, Dorothy Avery
Matthews, and Sally Penly shared supermoon haiga. Others related
their sightings. Cathy Tashiro updated plans for 2025’s sequential
haiga chapbook.

Congratulations to David Berger for winning first place and $100 in
the 2024 Porad Haiku Award out of 623 poems from 129 poets,
representing 13 countries. The winning haiku are posted on the
Haiku Northwest website.

At Seabeck Haiku Getaway, Kathleen Tice and Dorothy Matthews
led haiku write-now sessions. Melinda Brottem and Ted Wiles
replicated Lloyd Reynolds’ Weathergram Blanks for all. Sumi
painting styles displayed included multiple value shodō, sumi,
watercolor, contemporary sumi strokes, gong-bi or meticulous style,
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watercolor, contemporary sumi strokes, gong-bi or meticulous style,
and haiku comics. Mapping Moonglow, the 2024 moon-viewing
publication, and Visions on the Way Home were available by
donation.

Submitted by Dorothy Matthews

Commencement Bay Haiku
CBH met via Zoom on November 25th, with nine writer/artists
attending. Richard Tice moderated, and we shared a variety of
genres and styles. Judith Schallberger shared Thanksgiving-related
senryū and tanka, and Emily Kane, Kathleen Tice, and Dorothy
Matthews offered fall and winter haiku to discuss. Alan Harvey
brought a mix of haiku and senryū, including four-to-five-word
poems. Marilyn Waite showed a haiga of Queen Anne’s lace, and
Susan Roberts displayed some of her recent eye-ku (concrete
haiku shaped to reinforce the content) and two shahai (photos plus
poems).

family holiday . . .
at the children’s table
until one marries
—Judith Schallberger

We enjoyed a lively, helpful, and educational discussion, and many
were able to revise their work to make it more effective.

Submitted by Dorothy Matthews and Richard Tice

Mountains
Michael Drummy

Seven members of the Mountains Region attended the Denver-
area hybrid Payday Plums Haiku Workshop in person on Saturday
23 November. We had loads of fun reading and commenting on
everyone’s haiku, senryu, haiga, and haibun. Our next workshop is
scheduled for 14 December. Anyone interested in participating in
this monthly workshop – either in person or remotely via Zoom –
should contact Billy Guerriero at billguerriero@gmail.com.

Mid-Atlantic
Scott Turner

Towpath Haiku News

Meetings
Towpath members gathered by Zoom to share news and poems on
November 9th. A total of 13 members joined, with animated
discussion of virtual meeting options, the ongoing anthology
project, and sharing and workshopping of poems. The next regular
meeting will be held January 11th. For more information, check out
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meeting will be held January 11th. For more information, check out
https://www.towpathhaiku.com/ or email Matt
(snyder.matt@gmail.com).

Announcements
Roberta Beary is honored to be selected as judge of the 14th Polish
International Haiku Competition. Results are expected by
12/31/2024. Additionally, along with Jim Kacian, Lidia Rozmus, and
Elżbieta Tabakowska, Roberta Beary co-judged the haiku
competition at the 3rd International Haiku Conference at the
Museum of Japanese Art and Industry Manggha held in Krakow
this past September.

Matt Snyder’s cloudbreak poem was selected for the cover of
Mayfly Issue 77, Summer 2024.

cloud break
a hummingbird shadows
the iris

Canal Boats
An occasional feature showcasing work by Towpath members.

fresh snowfall
auto drivers
record their artistry
  ~ Richard Titus

nuclear clouds
in the next world
i am childless
  ~ Roberta Beary, Acorn (Issue #53, Fall 2024)

Midwest
Rowan Beckett Minor

Evergreen Haiku Anthology Announcement

Evergreen Haiku Press announces and everything in between – an
anthology celebrating eight years of the Evergreen Haiku Study
Group, which closed its doors this summer. Originally meeting on
the campus of Michigan State University in East Lansing, and later
by Zoom, the group met to study and appreciate haiku and to
practice aspects of haiku craft.  Membership was comprised of
poets from Michigan and contiguous states as well as guest
speakers from around the country who were given honorary
membership. The anthology includes 27 poets and 54 haiku.  One
sample:

wayside sorrels
we wear our hearts
in our leaves
~ Michele Root-Bernstein
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~ Michele Root-Bernstein

$10 postpaid. To order a copy, contact evergreenhaikuATgmail.com

****

Midwest Region Kukai Results

The HSA’s Midwest Region held their first quarterly seasonal kukai
in November, hosted by regional coordinator Rowan Beckett Minor.
The three highest-scoring poems for the HSA Midwest 2024/2025
Winter Kukai are below:

First Place: 

freeze tag 
she lets him catch 
her cold

Randy Brooks, IL
(26 points)

Second Place:

fingers sliding past
the lost button
grandpa's cardigan

David Green, IL
(23 points)

Third Place:

winterberries
all of my worries
dressed in red

Lisa Anne Johnson, MI
(12 points)

Northeast Metro
Rita Gray

Route 9 Haiku Group News
Members of the Route 9 Haiku Group announce the release of the
Autumn issue of Upstate Dim Sum, an anthology of haiku and
senryu. Published twice a year since 2001, the journal was
inaugurated by founding Route 9 members John Stevenson,
Hilary Tann, and Yu Chang. This issue features a curated selection
of poems by members Stevenson, Chang, Tom Clausen, Mary
Stevens, Shawn Blair, Susan Yavaniski, and guest poet Christopher
Patchel, as well as haiga from the esteemed Romanian artist Ion



Patchel, as well as haiga from the esteemed Romanian artist Ion
Codrescu.

For information on ordering current or back issues, for sample
poems, and for more about Upstate Dim Sum and the Route 9
Haiku Group, please visit the website
at upstate-dim-sum.com.

Northeast
Kristen Lindquist

Twenty-four New England haiku poets enjoyed our second HSA
New England Region’s Virtual Haiku Gathering on November 10.
Attendees included Brad Bennett, Sally Biggar, Nichael Cramer,
Cherie Hunter Day, Fred Donovan, Janice Doppler, Adele
Evershed, Barbara Feehrer, Deborah Burke Henderson, Liga
Jahnke, Donna Kaplan, Marc Kimball, Jim Laurila, Reva Levin,
Kathryn Liebowitz, Kristen Lindquist, Laurie Morrissey, Nancy Orr,
Brendan Rielly, Edward Rielly, Suraja Roychowdhury, Elliott
Simons, Sarah Strong, Ann Sullivan, and Carly Siegel Thorp.

​After we socialized in break-out rooms, Ed Rielly gave a lovely
retrospective reading covering several decades of his published
haiku. This was followed by a read-around in which everyone
participated. Our next gathering will take place in spring 2025!

Screenshot of attendees at the New England Regional Online Gathering

Southwest
Agnes Eva Savich

The Austin Haiku group will meet Saturday, December 14 from
10am-noon at Cherrywood Cafe at 1400 E 38 1/2 Street in Austin.
We will collectively workshop up to a page of poems, haibun, or
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We will collectively workshop up to a page of poems, haibun, or
haiga per person (passing out copies to others for silent critique
and notes, then discussion). We will explore some new prompts for
writing. Finally, we'll have a holiday exchange of books or other gift
item(s) of choice to make it festive. Email agneseva at gmail dot
com with any questions.

One of our group members has recently published a long-awaited
book that will appeal to all haiku writers: Sacred Kinship: Hearing
the Call of the Earth by Paméla Overeynder. "Sacred Kinship is a
song of praise, a celebration of Earth’s astonishing yet ordinary
beauty. Within its pages an intimate conversation unfolds with the
myriad forms of life that compose the web of kinship. It is a love
poem, a sacred meditation on Earth’s body, and deep reflection on
what it means to be human, especially in times of great ecological
and social breakdown. And most of all, it is a pilgrimage of return,
falling back in love with our one and only emerald Earth. This is our
best hope for a future to be possible." It can be purchased on
Amazon at https://a.co/d/erNvBz7

Southeast
Michael Henry Lee

Greetings SE Region Members:

If you have news of note in the Region, please email to
michaelhenrylee39@gmail.com by the 20th of each month. 
Space and time permitting, your items will be published in the HSA
Monthly Newsletter.

After our highly successful workshop and kukai offerings in 2024,
we are taking a brief hiatus until after the New Year.  (I am having
hip replacement surgery in December and will be out of pocket for a
number of weeks.)

Looking forward to a great 2025 for the HSA and the SE Region.  

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year to all!

Michael Henry Lee
HSA SE Region Coordinator

South
Rev. Howard Lee Kilby

Thank you to the HSA Board for supporting the 28th South Region
Conference with a mini grant.

David Lanoue, David Oates, Suzanne Underwood Rhodes,
Arkansas Poet Laureate, Alan Beck, William “Capt. Billy” Sayles,
Roberta Wilson, Gail Ann Wisdom, Julia Ranft, Bob Geer, Theresa
Mormino, Marie Allison and I had a great time.
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Mormino, Marie Allison and I had a great time.

David Lanoue led the group in a Renku seminar. Charles B. Hunt,
Janine Davis and Hot Springs Poet Laureate Kai Coggin were
involved in a family visitation, or in Kai’s case, repairing a Koi pond.
I’m happy to welcome Kai Coggin and Keri Wright as new members
of the South Region.

After lunch at the Chinese World Buffet hosted by the Arkansas
Haiku Society, David Lanoue, David Oates, Julia Ranft and I went
for a walk on the Greenway Trail alongside the Hot Springs Creek.
It was a perfect conclusion to a celebration of haiku poetry in Hot
Springs National Park, Arkansas.

Haijin on a ginko at the end of the weekend.

News and Announcements

Touchstone Nominations Open Until 12/31

The Haiku Foundation is currently accepting nominations for The
Touchstone Awards for 2024!

The Touchstone Award for Individual Haibun is bestowed annually
on haibun that represent noteworthy additions to English-language
haibun in the estimation of a distinguished panel of three haibun
poets/editors. Individuals may nominate a total of 2 haibun
published for the first time in 2024, 1 of which may be their own,
via the entry form. Editors of journals that publish haibun should
have received a nomination link; please contact Kristen at
thf.touchstone.haibun@gmail.com if you did not receive this
information.



Kristen Lindquist Coordinator, Touchstone Awards for
Individual Haibun

The Touchstone Awards for Individual Poems are bestowed
annually on haiku and senryu, that represent noteworthy additions
to English-language haiku in the estimation of a distinguished
panel of haiku poets, editors, and scholars. For the Touchstone
Awards for Individual Poems, poets may nominate 2 previously
published poems, 1 of which may be their own, via the entry form.
Editors who have not received an email invitation to submit, please
email Robin for the appropriate link at thftouchstone@gmail.com.

Robin Smith Coordinator, Touchstone Awards for Individual
Poems

The Touchstone Distinguished Books Award, the pre-eminent
award in the genre, is bestowed annually on published collections
of poems, or works of scholarship, that represent noteworthy
contributions to English-language haiku in the estimation of a
distinguished panel of poets, editors, and scholars. For the
Touchstone Distinguished Books Award, anyone may nominate
either a print or e-book and there is no reading fee.

For books available in electronic format only: Email a PDF of the e-
book you wish to nominate to touchstonebookaward@gmail.com.

For books available in print format only: submit six copies of the
book you wish to nominate. The postmark deadline is December
31, 2024. One copy will be sent to each of the five panel members;
the other will be entered into The Haiku Foundation’s permanent
hard copy library. Each submitter will be recognized as a donor to
the Foundation and cited on the Donation Page of the website.
Award recipients and Honorable Mentions will be cited on The
Haiku Foundation’s website. Nominated volumes should be sent
to:

The Haiku Foundation
Touchstone Distinguished Books Award
PO Box 2461
Winchester VA
22604-1661 USA

For books available in both print and electronic formats: While we
prefer and encourage the submission of print copies for the
panelists to review, we realize this is not always feasible. Whoever
submits the book may choose the format. If electing to submit print
copies, follow the print copy instructions above. If electing to
submit electronic copies, email a PDF of the e-book to
touchstonebookaward@gmail.com, then mail one print copy to the
address above to be entered into The Haiku Foundation’s
permanent hard copy library.

Bruce H. Feingold
Chairperson, The Haiku Foundation Touchstone Awards &
Distinguished Books Awards Coordinator



Distinguished Books Awards Coordinator

Print Publications

Crazy Bitches by Roberta Beary with artwork by Kevin
Beary

Crazy Bitches, Roberta Beary’s haibun collection, is now
available for preorder on Amazon.

Full-length collection by Roberta Beary, Touchstone Award-
winning poet and long-time haibun editor at Modern Haiku,
which includes 78 haibun (and two cheribun) selected over a
20-year period, 2004 through 2024. Four paintings by
contemporary American artist Kevin Beary also appear in this
collection, including Widow with Shawl on the cover. Beary is
the author of four other collections, including The Unworn
Necklace, and with Lew Watts and Rich Youmans, co-author
of Haibun: A Writer's Guide (2023).

128 pp., $25.00 Preorder from Amazon here: Purchase Link.

Coming Contests

The 2025 Robert Spiess Memorial
Haiku Awards Competition

 
Modern Haiku is pleased to announce the Robert Spiess
Memorial Haiku Awards Competition for 2025. The
purpose of this competition is to honor the life and work of
Bob Spiess, editor of Modern Haiku from 1978 to his death
on March 13, 2002.
 
Theme: Haiku are to be written in the spirit of the following
"Speculation" (Robert Spiess, A Year's Speculations on
Haiku, Modern Haiku Press, 1995):
 
 A haiku is mystery in the sense that the suchness of
things (truth) which cannot be conveyed by conceptual
language may suddenly become apparent through
aesthetic expression of a juxtaposition of perceptions.
 
Deadline: In hand no later than March 13, 2025.
 
Rules: The competition is open to everyone but the staff
of Modern Haiku, the competition coordinator, and the

https://9vqchggab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001E26E6FYvKuZsRl4Q-crlsbCZvgM_C-XRgD5GfphCMChNa0YV4JZ4tYBz5cni4cFamC6VTpmrfozLilf7stFmogBLV_wAwrAI7VwkHpFc9e_FQVmmsYElfd4B5nvHm1gkry-y-1Fk_jbleUhzQCezsd8c-VHuNv6hi7jLmblG_RtnqkvLBzBaiygFuVS7Fp5iUo4AoSfEqSyMQFHO_rLJnUs3k3uFtGbzshSBXL_FV2vpjSE5CkIULWr1b8GKhsehOaVJiAHcI26BkR6of_jO5XDZKYq-1tBCq_M24zRohqRWl4jZZQeAP1PIaoZ5tqzQoQv8OVfXsHpj7Fb9HHf8fw4_r7hmxcE2C2DJXw8y8W_QgDuIstbDdi64vnkFSVOldBiwvHhu5p_FQyOFq13_0ATfGUfPMwZrJy_WwKJntKxQRZt6ThhdhsxZlenf2ZZYGMfMzs1G0BdozVFk5EtGe8rqQBxJmPvWyQ4g89BQ3-bQS8UmzkM84_u6BUl0isZQYjSWA464wXP06K5SO4AfMa2jw2jeXtmH_3Xl-eocha6MD93oFq7pVf8rvdn419lPgTOY-bOdI2AZ7ZhYGHVdfjMfeTH1LLBiMSD1VtaTGP8h_ryvvQBfqi2S4BIx5XJZXHJE9qZgal1vDsfa4Nf3OoRY3Prak-U0rZglWHsOsECmaP2n35GhRuWLCxFroBxpJIFKlemL8mnN-t30fbIPTf1ByreGbt-a3PnbGbhcab_GGgBh4_CLr5KsOitwIbur5qDtBFTLv23kDp-1k-Flip_vsCvTr5pjrjh_hbVOT-WHyPE2mOnuMA==&c=QABgAMAus4SwybjU1SVftuzAhWP3OfTJCMItU6bqCL03rsJun0PbUA==&ch=JUc48YxNqJ9dgFxP5-4IoMe5CJoqyenuIJUTwcf4ggArMiRj9easuQ==


of Modern Haiku, the competition coordinator, and the
judge. Entries must be in English. Each entry must be the
original, unpublished work of the author, and should not be
under consideration in a contest or for publication
elsewhere. For purposes of this competition, appearance
of a haiku in an Internet journal, on a Web site, in a blog,
or in any other public media is considered publication, but
posting haiku on a private email list is not. Of course,
entries should not be shared in an Internet journal, Web
site, blog, private or public email list, or any other public
media during the term of the competition.
 
Submission guidelines: Poets may submit a maximum of
five haiku written in the spirit of the above Speculation,
accompanied by the applicable entry fee.
 
Email entries are to be submitted as follows: (1) on the
Modern Haiku subscription
page, http://www.modernhaiku.org/subscriptions.html,
scroll down to the Donate button; (2) make a donation of
up to $5 [$1 for each entry]; (3) when you receive your
payment confirmation number, copy and paste it into an
email with your haiku and your name, mailing address,
telephone number, and email address; (4) send the email
to Billie Wilson at akwilsons@gci.net.
 
Postal entries should be typed or printed legibly on one
sheet of paper that contains all haiku being submitted (not
one sheet per haiku). The poet's name, mailing address,
telephone number, and email address (if any) should
appear in the upper left-hand corner of the sheet of paper.
Send postal entries to: Billie Wilson, 1170 Fritz Cove
Road, Juneau, AK 99801-8501 USA.
 
Please keep a copy of your submission; entries will not be
returned. Please follow the instructions carefully; entries
that are incomplete or that do not comply with the
instructions will be discarded.
 
Entry fee: $1 per haiku, cash, check, or PayPal (U.S.
funds); for postal entries, make checks payable to Modern
Haiku; for email entries, follow the instructions above.
 
Adjudication: A judge will be selected by Modern Haiku;
the judge's name will be announced at the time of the
awards. Judging will be double-blind, and the judge will
not know the identity of the entrants. The judge's decisions
are final.
 
Selection criteria: The judge will look for entries that hew
to Western norms for haiku as published in Modern Haiku
and other leading English-language haiku journals and
that best capture the spirit of the theme Speculation



that best capture the spirit of the theme Speculation
above. There are no rules as to syllable or line count.
 
Awards: First Prize: $100; Second Prize: $50; Third Prize:
$25. Up to five poets will be awarded an Honorable
Mention.
 
Notification: Winners will be notified by email or phone
before the winning entries are published in the summer
2025 issue of Modern Haiku and posted on the Modern
Haiku Web site, http://www.modernhaiku.org/. If you would
like a list of the winners, to be mailed after the public
announcement, please indicate that on your e-mail entries
or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope (SASE) with
your postal entries.
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