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Thank You for Being a Member!

The HSA appreciates your continued support and your participation in society activities.
As primary supplement to the HSA website, this monthly report strives to bring you news from
the Executive Committee and the Regional Chapters.

Please remember that if your mailing address changes during the year, you should email
Michelle Schaefer at HSASecWashington@gmail.com in order to update your postal address
and receive your copies of Frogpond and the annual anthology.

From the Executive Committee

President's Message
Bryan Rickert
bcrickert72@yahoo.com

Dear HSA Members,

| would just like to remind everybody about our online haiku
conference which will be taking place on November 2nd of this
year. It has been a little out of sight and out of mind, but be
assured that organization is underway. Hopefully, things will
progress quickly. Please look for this information in your inbox
or on our website in the coming month. Our list of presenters is
looking fantastic with a large variety of people and topics.

We are still looking to fill vacancies on the executive committee
and regional coordinator positions for next year. | have
approached several people about the presidency but if any of
our members desire to run for this position just let me know.
We also need a regional coordinator for California. Please
email me with your questions or concerns regarding these
positions.

Sincerely,

Bryan Rickert

First Vice President
Gary Hotham
hsavicepres@aol.com

Advice from Japan

Abigail Friedman writes in her book, The Haiku Apprentice:
Memoirs of Writing Poetry in Japan:
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“Mr. Fukatsu began putting his paper and magazines away. |
thanked him for all he had taught me that afternoon. He told
me to keep my haiku simple. Avoid a narrative or descriptive
approach. If you are sad, don’t write: ‘How sorrowful | am for
the loss of my mother.” Express it without using the words
‘sadness’ or ‘joy.” Haiku is literature of silence.”

| think this is good advice for any aspiring writer or even master
of the form. Haiku are not meant to tell the reader how to feel
or think. The words provide the moment to let us feel and think.

I’m not sure | would say haiku is a literature of silence. It
certainly is a literature that less words can make a haiku better.
Too many words can hide the moment. Condensing can be
powerful skill and a major effort as Lorine Niedecker expressed
it in her poem, "Poet’s Work."

Friedman’s book was published in 2006. It is a fascinating and
informative memoir of how she learned to write haiku as part of
a Japanese haiku group when she lived in Japan in the 1990s.
It is a thoughtful read for anyone practicing the English
language haiku. The book provides insight into how haiku are
done in the country that originated the genre. We can be
grateful the Japanese created the haiku.

Second Vice President
Sarah Paris
hsa.2vp.sarah@gmail.com

**HSA SUMMER CONTESTS RESULTS***

Once again, we received an outstanding number of
submissions: 1,239 haiku, 806 senryu, and 165 haibun. All
entries were judged anonymously. A big thank-you to our
judges for their time and commitment to the challenging task of
selecting the winners. Winning entries and the judges'
commentaries are posted on the HSA website and will appear
in the next issue of Frogpond.

Winners of the 2024 HSA Haiku Award
Judges: P.H. Fischer and Annette Makino

First Place: “blue skies” by Matthew Markworth, OH, USA
Second Place: “first fireflies” by Frank Hooven, PA, USA
Third Place: “spring equinox” by Matthew Markworth, OH, USA

Honorable Mentions (in alphabetical order)

“deep into summer” by Barrie Levine, MA, USA
“receiving my sign name” by Kelly Sargent, VT, USA
Winners of the 2024 HSA Senryu Award

Judges: Bill Cooper and Helen Ogden
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First Place: “garden clean-up” by Brad Bennett, MA, USA
Second Place: “water park grand opening” by Matthew
Markworth, OH, USA

Third Place: “on your left” by David Green, IL, USA

Honorable Mentions (in alphabetical order)

“two weeks after” by Alan Bridges, WA, USA
“thornier this year” by Barry George, PA, USA
“another record high” by Greg Schwartz, MD, USA
“a shopping mall” by Eric Sundquist, VA, USA

Winners of the 2024 HSA Haibun Award
Judges: Peter Newton and Barbara Sabol

First Place: “heartwood” by Dylan Stover, OH, USA

Second Place: “What I’'m Doing on My Summer Vacation” by
Dian Duchin, CA, USA

Third Place: “True Places Never Are” by J Hahn Doleman, CA,
USA

Honorable Mentions (in alphabetical order)

“Vision” by John Budan, OR, USA
“Big Sky Country” by Billie Dee, NM, USA

News From the Regions

Call_f_ornla )
Position Vacant .

( Cahf?rma
Yuki Teikei Haiku Society ). \
The Annual Members’ Business Meeting started with memorial \< \
recognition of two long-time members, June Hopper Hymas R
and Deborah P Kolodiji. L Z

The Election of Officers was held and dgjin Linda Papanicolaou
will continue as President, along with the rest of the slate of
officers.

All committee chairpersons gave reports. The planning for
2025, our Golden 50th Anniversary is underway. YTHS
membership has increased. The outstanding publication,
Geppo, produced by dojin Editor Johnnie Johnson Hafernik
and her terrific team, has grown tremendously in size.

Asilomar Retreat Chair Barbara Moore announced that dgjin

Hiroyuki Murakami of Japan will be the Guest Presenter this
Novemher Our 2025 calendar of monthlv activities is nearlv
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set. Webminder David Sherertz keeps our online presence up
to date, so please check out his work and all that we’re doing at
yths.org.

September 14 - Zoom Moon Viewing.

Submitted by: Alison Woolpert

*kkk

Southern California Haiku Study Group

On Saturday, August 17th, 47 poets and invitees met via zoom
for a Memorial Presentation in remembrance of Deborah P
Kolodji. Debbie, who served as SCHSG moderator for 18
years, passed away on July 21st. The presentation was
created and led by Yvette Nicole Kolodji, SCHSG member and
Debbie’s daughter.

Following a read-around in which each attendee shared a
favorite haiku of Debbie’s, Yvette guided us through her
PowerPoint presentation of Debbie’s life in photos, haiku, and
her personal recollections/family stories. Yvette then invited
attendees to share their own memories, followed by an
interactive dialogue segment. Our normally 2-hour zoom
meeting was extended so everyone could reminisce and
remain together as we shared our emotions and supported one
another.

SCHSG’s September 21st zoom meeting will be a kukai, led by
Emily Bernhardt.

Submitted by Naia, Interim Moderator
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Tanya McDonald

Portland Haiku Group

The Portland Haiku Group held their August meeting on Saturday
the 17th at Shelley Baker-Gard’s house in SE Portland. While only
four people were able to attend, the conversation was lively and the
snacks plentiful. After the kukai, Shasta Hatter gave a presentation
on online haiku resources, exploring such sites as Ben Gaa’s Haiku
Talk at https://www.youtube.com/c/haikutalk ~ and Patricia
McGuire’s Poetry Pea Podcast
https://poetrypea.com/category/podcast/

The next PHG meeting will be on Saturday, September 21 at
Shelley’s house from noon to 2pm. There will be a kukai and
discussion, after which Jacob Salzer will be reading from his new
book, "A Lost Prophet," which was recently published by Brooks
Books. Everyone is welcome to attend. For more information,
please contact Shelley at shakergard@msn.com

Umpgqua Haiku Group

Year two of the Umpqua Haiku group has begun, and in our
monthly meetings we are now focusing on literary techniques. By
studying the craft that haiku share with other poetic forms, we look
forward to being able to better articulate critiques of each other’s
writing, and to appreciate even more these beloved little poems. As
all haiku writers have experienced, early drafts are likely to be
encumbered with unnecessary verbiage, strained from descriptive
judgment, or hampered by a defective juxtaposition of images.
From our first year of helping each other with suggestions, we
discovered that the closer a poem is to the finished draft, the more
its literary essence is revealed. Whether consciously as a writing
prompt, or as an unconscious result of draft editing, we hope that a
study of literary techniques will enhance our reading and writing of
haiku.

Washington
Richard Tice

Haiku Northwest

Saturday's in-person meeting on August 10 in the Lake

Hills greenbelt shelter in Bellevue went well. Fourteen people,
Shiva Bhusal, Alan Bridges, Gary Evans, John Green, Tere
Harrison, Connie Hutchison, Curtis Manley, Linda Nash, Victor
Ortiz, Joan Perkins, Sala Sweet, Becky Turnbull, Michael Dylan
Welch, and Leslie Umans, attended. Michael presented Nick
Klacanszky's workshop “As Far As We Can Go: The Limits of Haiku
Connections.” Nick discussed varying degrees of closeness and
farness in the relationship of the traditional two parts in haiku and
the ways readers may react to them. That was followed by a walk,
brown-bag lunch, and sharing of haiku. Victor then read from his
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excellent new booK gone/to seed, and we Tinished with a rengay
exercise. The weather was not too hot, and we had shade and
chilled bottled water to make it even more comfortable.

Submitted by Curtis Manle

Commencement Bay Haiku

The August 26 Zoom meeting was hosted by Richard and Kathleen
Tice from Madison, Wisconsin, a day after they attended the Cradle
of American Haiku conference in Mineral Point (Mineral Point was
home to American Haiku, the first haiku magazine in the U.S.).

Those present to workshop haiku, senryd, haibun, shahai (photo
with haiku), and tanka were David Berger, Aidan Castle, Seth
Friedman, Dianne Garcia, Emily Kane, Reva Levin, Dorothy Avery
Matthews, Susan Roberts, Judith Schallberger, Kathleen

Tice, Richard Tice, and Michael Dylan Welch.

Judith's set of four tanka appeared in the final issue of Red
Lights, which the editor Marilyn Shoemaker Hazelton suspended
after twenty years. Dianne’s August moon-viewing attempt was
revised into this evocative haiku:

slow-moving glow
a fold of fog
across the island’s shoulders

Commencement Bay Haiku exists to workshop members’ haiku and
other Japanese-related short forms.

Submitted by Dorothy Avery Matthews
Haiku Adventure, Puget Sound Sumi Artists

After the summer break, Haiga Adventure meetings will resume
in September. The PSSA September 3 Zoom meeting featured
a video of how Haiga Adventure came to be and provided a
sneak peek at our 2024 chapbook. The video has been posted
on our sumi.org website. Participants talk about the
experiences, thoughts, and techniques behind their haiga and
read the haiku that accompanies each image. The following
image by new member Kathleen Tice is included in the 2024
chapbook, available at Seabeck Haiku Getaway in October:

spaces between leaves
the way of roses
before the full moon

Haiga Adventure is open to any PSSA member. Guests are
welcome to attend and may contact Dorothy Matthews,
Matthews.Poulsbo@gmail.com , for the Zoom link. Haiga is a

........ ——t L Ll b b b ] e e m AL e e b e h mm el il o


mailto:Matthews.Poulsbo@gmail.com

Jdpdliese diL 101111 UidL sidriea i uie 1 7ul cerwdry, CoIrpinmnyg d
poem and a painting, often sumi-e.

Submitted by Dorothy Avery Matthews

Spaces belueen leaves €T
Ha iy off veses a0y
pefoe the full weo

Southwest
Agnes Eva Savich

Austin, Texas

The Austin Haiku Study group met at a private home on August 17.
Three members were present; Agnes Eva Savich offered a draft of
her presentation for the Polish International Haiku Conference that
she's going to attend in Krakéw, Poland from September 13-15, and
Melanie Alberts and Paméla Overeynder listened and offered
valuable feedback and advice for improvement. We then
workshopped each other's poems. The next in-person meeting will
occur some time in October.

Agnes will host another Southwest Region Greeting & Reading
Zoom Meeting on Saturday, October 5 from 11am-noon Central
(10-11am Mountain) time. A zoom invitation will be sent to current
members in September. If you'd like to bookmark it now, the
Meeting ID is 959 1383 0599 and the link is:
https://utexas.zoom.us/j/95913830599

Southeast
Michael Henry Lee

Save The Date! Saturday October 19, 2024 2pm Haiku Workshop:
OA First For Evervthina®resented bv Tom Paintina. A discussion
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based / generativé worvklshop to unldck the rich treuasury of your
memory.
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Our August chiisai kukai (mini-kukai) was a hit! Many great entries
from across the region. Thanks to everyone who participated! The
August prompt was “Blue Moon” to coincide with the August 19th
Super Blue Moon. Here are the 5 selected poems (in the order they
were submitted). Congrats Poets!

at the risk
of repeating myself
blue moon

Tom Painting

a second chance
to get things right -
blue moon

Terri French

from solar eclipse
to blue moon
a world gone mad

Robert Oliveira

blue moon
picking the clover
from her hair

Jamie Wimberly

blue moon
the tang
of wild muscadines

Robyn Hood Black

*k%k

News from Terri French, Huntsville, AL:

The Trillium Haiku Circle has been resurrected, with Terri L. French
and Peggy Bilbro presiding. The first two meetings focused on
haiku history and fundamentals and “workshopping” participant’s
haiku.

A “Bring-One-Take One” box filled with games and craft projects
has been set up in the Monte Sano mountain community. Terri and
Peggy contributed hand-painted stones with haiku and links to The

Haikii Faiindatinon “Nlew ta Haiki1” nane \We hnne tn enread the
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news that haiku is more than 5-7-5!

Dave Russo and Jim Kacian are working diligently on a QR code
for the Haiku Path stones at The Japanese Garden at Monte Sano
State Park. Folks are reading the stones and counting their fingers!
The QR code links to THF “New to Haiku” page and provides a
great English language haiku resource.

Mountains
Michael Drummy

Four members of the Mountains Region attended the Denver-area
hybrid Payday Plums Haiku Workshop in person on Saturday 24
August. Anyone interested in participating in this monthly workshop
- either in person or remotely via Zoom - should contact Billy
Guerriero at billguerriero@gmail.com

South
Rev. Howard Lee Kilby

NEWS: David Lanoue, Suzanne Underwood Rhodes, Arkansas
Poet Laureate, Kai Coggin, Hot Springs Poet Laureate, hopefully
Dr. Jianqing Zheng and Dr. John H. Han will join us.to celebrate
haiku at the 28th South Region Conference at the Garland County
Public Library in Hot Springs National Park, Arkansas on Friday
and Saturday, November 1 -2, 2024.There is no registration fee
thanks to Dr. Susan Delaney Mech of Plano, Texas who though it
would be nice to have it open.

| want to introduce William Sayles, see photo below. He has my full
support to become the new South Region Coordinator. He moved
to Hot Springs Village from Lahaina, Hawaii. It probably saved his
life. He has joined the Haiku Society of America. He has the fire in
his belly to take on the position. David Lanoue gave his blessing
and so did June Rose Dowis. William is full of adventure. He is a
member of the HSV Writer's Club and the Hot Springs Haiku Club..
He and | drove to Scott, Arkansas and did a presentation on haiku
for the inaugural Cherry Blososom Festival near the Toltec Mounds.
| gave away 1999 HNA Haiku Posters. | took a samurai sword and
kids had a great time with it.

For information contact 501-767-6096 or hkilby@hotmail.com
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Northeast
Kristen Lindquist

About 40 haiku poets—from New England, New York, New Jersey,
and beyond—convened on Saturday, August 24 for the 11th annual
Wild Graces Haiku Gathering in Deerfield, NH. This plein air event
is held amid the lovely gardens and orchard of Robin White, editor
of Akitsu Quarterly, and her husband Marshall Hatch. The day
kicked off with kora music by John Hayes, followed by an inspiring
haiku reading by Mary Stevens, a phenology/natural history
workshop by Jeff Hoagland, and a presentation on haiku postcards
by Stanford Forrester. Almost all poets present participated in the
concluding open mic reading, in addition to contributing a haiku to a
Wild Graces guest book presented to Robin and Marshall at day’s
end.

News and Announcements

SU'T it New: The Wee Sparrow Haiku Nook

Enr fulll nniidalinac: Hailar Nlnnlr Dana
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Submission window is between the 1st and 15th of each
month.

Send The Wee Sparrow Poetry Press«co-editor Marc Brimble
up to 3 of your previously unpublished haiku per month in
English to weesparrowhaikunook@mail.com.

Work created by Al will be instantly rejected.

Write your haiku in the body of your email (no attachments)
along with your full name as you would like to see it in print
and your current country of residence. No bios necessary. In
the subject line please write your full name only.

At the end of each submission window, Marc will carefully read
and select 5 haiku to be featured here on our website along
with one "Haiku of the Month."

Marc is looking for originality and skill. Haiku submitted do not
necessarily have to follow 5/7/5 and poets may also submit
monoku. Consider the month that you are writing in and
include seasonal kigo in your haiku, as well as kireji.

*kk

Ongoing Call for International Holiday & Food Haiku

Allyson Whipple, creator of The Culinary Saijiki, is seeking
haiku and senryu related to food and holidays around the
world. Our holidays are grounded in the seasons, and food (or
fasting!) is an essential component!

Allyson is seeing haiku/senryu addressing holidays from all
over the world. Of course, the haiku/senryu should also
connect to food in a clear way. Previously published work is
welcome, as well as poems in languages other than English.
You can view the call for submissions here:
https://forms.gle/Zshm406HC5ArsPwv7

Haiku Society of America Conference

November 2, 2024
On Zoom

We're excited to bring our conference to Zoom again, to make it
easier for our friends around the world to join in the fun. Prepare
for fun workshops, talks, and even a live contest!

For security purposes, we will release Zoom information closer to
the official event date. Stay tuned for further updates!
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