Minutes of the Second 1996 HSA National Meeting
[as reported in the HSA Newsletter, Vol. XI, No. 3, summer 1996]

The meeting was held in Room C-205, Fort Mason, San Francisco, on Saturday, July
13, 1996.

Executive Committee Meeting. The meeting was chaired by HSA President Barbara
Ressler. Other officers present were Lee Gurga, First Vice President; Alice Benedict,
Second Vice President; and Dee Evetts, Acting Secretary.

A substantial part of the meeting was spend discussing procedural; matters, including

. timetable for nomination and election of officers for 1997

. amendment of the HSA bylaws to create the new office of News/effer Editor

. identification of significant HSA archives for transfer to the American Haiku
Archive

Also discussed was the selection of judges for HSA contests. It was agreed that a
comprehensive list of judged from previous years would be a valuable resource. Alice
Benedict will pursue this.

In response to an official invitation (conveyed by Lee Gurga) from the haiku
International Association, the Executive Committee approved a joint HIA/HSA meeting
to be held in Japan in April 1997.

General Meeting. This was attended by the following HSA members and others: Hayat
Abuza, Fay Aoyagi, Esther Bankoff, Laura Bell, Alex Benedict, Alice Benedict, Jocelyn
Conway, George Cornell, Helen K. Davie, Dee Evetts, James Ferris, Garry Gay, Lee
Gurga, Carolyn Howell, Jerry Kilbride, Carolyn Lamb, Elizabeth Searle Lamb, Ruth
Lehmann, Sr. Joan Lickteig, David Rice, Steve Sanfield, Sarah Sparks, Ebba Story,
Kasuaki Tanahashi, Tom Tico, Kiyoko Tokutomi, Emile Waldteufel, Eugenie Waldteufel,
Paul Watsky, Barry Weiss, and Michael Dylan Welch.

The meeting began with a welcome from the organizer and regional coordinator,
Michael Dylan Welch, followed by the usual round reading. Acting Secretary Dee Evetts
then submitted the Minutes of the two previous national meetings, as published in the
HSA Newslefters, and these were approved by the members present.

A short business meeting was chaired by HSA President Barbara Ressler, who gave a
report on the American haiku Archive inauguration the preceding day and made a
number of announcements arising from matters discussed by the HSA Executive
Committee (see above).

The main program began with a talk by Kazuaki Tanahashi titled “Issues in Translating
Haiku.” Using examples from his own collaborative work in this field, he presented some
of the inherent challenges of translation, all the more formidable in such a brief form as



haiku, where there is no room to flow, only to resonate. He discussed the problem of
nuance and association attached to particular words, and the temptation—which must
be resisted—to explain or “clarify” the original poem.

After a break for refreshments, organized by Alice Benedict, the meeting continued
with an introduction to the shakuhachi flute by Barry Weiss. He played several pieces in
the koten honkyoku tradition, explaining how this music consists of a precisely defined
and limited repertoire, yet allows great flexibility for the player in terms of length and
tempo of the sounds. Listeners were impressed not only by the purity of the music but
the sense of dedication and reverence Barry conveyed to his playing, his words, and his
very handling of the instrument.

Barbara Ressler then gave a reading, delighting us with a selection of haiku written by
Creative Writing students at Wahlert High School in Dubuque, lowa, where she teaches:

the plain woman
wears lipstick

at her wake
— Nichole Pitts
interleague baseball game
my best friend smiles
from the other team
— Jeremy Bahl

Steve Sanfield followed with a varied reading from some of his many published works.
Announcing at the start that he eschews the labels haiku and senryd, he read short
poems that often exuberantly ignore all such definitions and others that would satisfy
the most demanding of purists. At least a few among his audience wondered whether
half as many poems, read at half the pace, might have been twice as effective.

The afternoon concluded with a mini-workshop lead by Dee Evetts that explored the
possibilities for using early memories, elicited by story-telling and emphatic listening, as
sources of material and inspiration for haiku.

Later that evening an open haiku reading by HSA members and friends was held at
Borders Books in downtown San Francisco, featuring Elizabeth Searle Lamb and
hosted by Michael Dylan Welch (see California regional report).

— Dee Evelts, Acting Secretary



