Meeting of January 14, 1970—excerpts from the Minutes’
SIMPLICITY

William J. Higginson commented: “Writing an English haiku in 5-7-5 is often like mixing
one teaspoon of instant coffee with a quart of water—it takes longer to bail and is less
than half as strong.”

From remarks by Anita Virgil: “Caps to start each line seems too formal for haiku which
should strive in every way to achieve great power from utmost simplicity and directness
of handling.”

1 Adapted from A Haiku Path, 28.



