Meeting of November 10, 1969—excerpts from the Minutes'

WORKSHOP
SOUTHARD

Discussion of Southard’s “catbird”

[Professor Harold G.] Henderson took over the discussion of the haiku set up for the
meeting. Does it express a true haiku experience? etc. [It was said that] a haiku should
be like an iceberg—seven-eighths under water. The three versions of O. Southard’s
“catbird” that were discussed:

Gone the house-and gone
the gate: and still the catbird

recalls its creaking.
American Haiku, No. 1 (1963)

Just the cellarpit;
only the catbird recalls

the swing of the gate.
Marsh-grasses (1967)

Just crumbling stone walls—
and still the catbird recalls,

the swing of a gate.
Haiku West, 2:1 (1968)

The discussion brought out the increasing suggestiveness in each new version.

1 Adapted from A Haiku Path, 27.



