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SSYYLLLLAABBLLEESS   
Then the group ventured into a discussion of the form per se—the 5–7–5 syllabic count. 
Why 5–7–5 in English? Who started this practice? It was suggested that one does not 
have to strictly adhere to the form but [may] use it as a guideline. The rhythm and sound 
of the poem were considered of primary importance. There was a vigorous commentary 
on the subject but no one present [could offer grounds for using] the 5–7–5 syllabication 
as the form requirement in the English haiku. 
 
 

 

 
1 Adapted from A Haiku Path, 26. 


