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MEETING

The First Meeting—October 23, 19681

About the gathering of New York-area haiku poets in October 1968, William J.
Higginson remembered:

That first meeting of the “Haiku Society” included three outstanding features. First, most
of us met Harold G. Henderson for the first time. He was a robust, smiling host, whom we
all revered. Some of us were struck by the intensity with which the few who knew him,
particularly Nick Virgilio, addressed him. But mostly we asked questions of him, or
listened quietly to the back-and-forth between Henderson and those who questioned him.

Second, we decided then and there to form the “Haiku Society” for the study and
appreciation of haiku, and Leroy Kanterman was elected president.

Third, Edythe Polster, an art dealer of note, exhibited a set of twenty contemporary
wood block punts by the American artist Stanton MacDonald Wright, who had been
deeply influenced by the Japanese print. The prints were based on famous Japanese
haiku, and ranged from an almost abstract expressionism to stylized representations
reminiscent of Post-Impressionism.

CHARTER
MEMBERS

The original, complete list of names of the charter members follows.

Those present at Asia House Library
Wednesday evening, October 23, 1968
Constituting the Charter Members of The Haiku Society

Miss Frederika Blankner, New York, New York
Miss Susan Braun, New York, New York

Mrs. L.A. Davidson, New York, New York

Mr. Bernard Lionel Einbond, New York, New York
Mr. Harold G. Henderson, New York, New York
Mr. William J. Higginson, Hamden, Connecticut
Mr. Frank Hoyt, New York, New York

Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Kanterman, Forest Hills, New York
Mrs. Elizabeth Searle Lamb, New York, New York*
Mrs. Milton Levenson, New York, New York

Mrs. David Ellis Lit, New York, New York

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Marks, New Paltz, New York

1 Adapted from A Haiku Path, 24-25.



Mrs. Robert K. Munroe, New York, New York
Miss Edythe Polster, New York, New York
Miss Judith Riccia, New York, New York

Mrs. Sydell Rosenberg, Jamaica, New York
Mr. Eugene A. Ryan, Blackwood, New Jersey
Mr. Salvatore J. Tarantino, Bronx, New York
Mr. Nicholas A. Virgilio, Camden, New Jersey

From the Japan Society
Miss Mari Eijima

Mr. Daniel Meloy
Mr. John Miele

*Not able to be present at the meeting, but considered a charter member, having
already agreed to join the Haiku Society.



